
 
 
 
•	Every	student	in	grades	9-12	next	fall	will	par9cipate	in	the	Fairhaven	High			 				
School	Reading	Program	by	reading	at	least	one	book	during	their	summer	break.	
	
•	Incoming	Freshmen	will	be	given	priority	in	the	book	selec9on	process,	
selec9ng	their	first,	second,	and	third	choice	by	May	23.	FHS	students	select	on	
May	24.	Book	groups	fill	on	a	first	come,	first	serve	basis;	the	9me	stamp	will	be	
used	to		priori9ze	student	choice	and	form	groups.	
	
•	All	students	should	consider	the	reading	level	and	subject	maQer	before	
choosing	their	top	three	and	discuss	their	choices	with	their	parents/guardians.	

		–	Some	books	on	this	list	contain	a	Mature	Content	Advisory	indica9ng	
					that	it	may	not	be	the	best	choice	for	some	readers.	Should	a	student	
					select	such	a	book	he	will	be	asked	to	obtain	a	parent	or	guardian’s	
					signature.	Parents	should	consider	their	child’s	reading	tastes	and			
					maturity.	hQps://www.commonsensemedia.org/	is	a	good	reference.	
	–	Parents/Guardians	may	wish	to	read	their	child’s	book	choices.	
	–	Student	selec9ons	will	be	confirmed	through	in	school	pos9ng	and		
					posted	on	the	school’s	website.	

	
•	On	the	first	day	of	school,	students	will	demonstrate	that	they	read	their	book	
by	par9cipa9ng	in	a	small	group	discussion	and	collabora9ng	with	their	peers	to	
craY	a	visual	representa9on	of	the	novel.	
	

Who	and	What	2017?	
	



Honors & Advanced Placement 
 In addi4on to their chosen book, honors and AP students must read:  

	

•	Honors	Freshmen:	

Fahrenheit	451	~	Bradbury	

	

	

	

	



	
	Let’s	Get	Lost	
Adi	Alsaid	

	 Mr.	Iriarte	
(Grades	9-10)	

Four	teens	across	the	country	have	only	one	thing	
in	common:	a	girl	named	Leila.	She	crashes	into	
their	lives	in	her	absurdly	red	car	at	the	moment	
they	need	someone	the	most.	
Hudson,	Bree,	Elliot	and	Sonia	find	a	friend	in	
Leila.	And	when	Leila	leaves	them,	their	lives	are	
forever	changed.	But	it	is	during	Leila's	own	
4,268-mile	journey	that	she	discovers	the	most	
important	truth—some9mes,	what	you	need	most	
is	right	where	you	started.	And	maybe	the	only	
way	to	find	what	you're	looking	for	is	to	get	lost	
along	the	way.	



	
	Monster	

Walter	Dean	Myers	
	

Mrs.	Vernacchio	
(Grades	9-10)	

While	on	trial	as	an	accomplice	to	a	
murder,	sixteen-year-old	Steve	
Harmon	records	his	experiences	in	
prison	and	in	the	courtroom.		

The	story	is	in	the	form	of	a	film	
script	as	he	tries	to	come	to	terms	
with	the	course	his	life	has	taken.	



	
	The	Mar/an	
Andy	Weir	

	 Mr.	Beaulieu	
(Grades	9-12)	

Six	days	ago,	astronaut	Mark	Watney	became	

one	of	the	first	people	to	walk	on	Mars.	Now,	

he's	sure	he'll	be	the	first	person	to	die	there.	But	

Mark	isn't	ready	to	give	up	yet.		

Drawing	on	his	ingenuity,	his	engineering	skills—

and	a	relentless,	dogged	refusal	to	quit—he	

steadfastly	confronts	one	seemingly	

insurmountable	obstacle	aYer	the	next.		

Will	his	resourcefulness	be	enough	to	overcome	

the	impossible	odds	against	him?	*Language	Advisory	



	
The	Old	Man	and	the	Sea	

Ernest	Hemingway	
	

Mr.	Richardson	
(Grades	9-10)	

The	old	man	is	poor,	lives	for	fishing,	
and	goes	way	out	to	fish	in	600	Y	
deep	water	for	a	thousand-pound	
swordfish	with	hand	lines.	May	you	
endure	half	as	well.	Using	the	simple,	
powerful	language	of	a	fable,	
Hemingway	takes	the	9meless	themes	
of	courage	in	the	face	of	defeat	and	
personal	triumph	won	from	loss	and	
transforms	them	into	a	magnificent	
twen9eth-century	classic.	



 
 Born	to	Run	

Christopher McDougall 
 Mr.	Hevey	

(Grades	9-12)	
With	a	sharp	wit	and	wild	exuberance,	
McDougall	takes	us	from	the	high-tech	
science	labs	at	Harvard	to	the	sun-baked	
valleys	and	freezing	peaks	across	North	
America,	where	ever-growing	numbers	of	
ultrarunners	are	pushing	their	bodies	to	
the	limit,	and,	finally,	to	the	climac9c	race	
in	the	Copper	Canyons.	Born	to	Run	is	
that	rare	book	that	will	not	only	engage	
your	mind	but	inspire	your	body	when	you	
realize	that	the	secret	to	happiness	is	
right	at	your	feet,	and	that	you,	indeed	all	
of	us,	were	born	to	run	



	
	

Consider	
Kristy	Acevedo	

	
	

Ms.	Cordeiro	
(Grades	9-10)	

As	if	17-year-old	Alexandra	Lucas’	
anxiety	disorder	isn’t	enough,	
mysterious	holograms	suddenly	
appear,	heralding	the	end	of	the		
world.	
	
They	bring	an	ul9matum:	heed	the	
warning	and	step	through	a	portal-like	
vertex	to	safety,	or	stay	and	be	
destroyed	by	a	comet	that	is	on	a	
collision	course	with	Earth.	



The	Hate	U	Give	
Angie	Thomas	

Mrs.	Jardin		
(Grades	9-12)	

Sixteen-year-old	Starr	Carter	moves	between	two	
worlds:	the	poor	neighborhood	where	she	lives	and	
the	fancy	suburban	prep	school	she	aQends.	The	
uneasy	balance	between	these	worlds	is	shaQered	
when	Starr	witnesses	the	fatal	shoo9ng	of	her	
childhood	best	friend	Khalil	at	the	hands	of	a	police	
officer.	Khalil	was	unarmed.	

Soon	aYerward,	his	death	is	a	na9onal	headline.	
Some	are	calling	him	a	thug,	maybe	even	a	drug	
dealer	and	a	gangbanger.	Protesters	are	taking	to	the	
streets	in	Khalil's	name.	Some	cops	and	the	local	drug	
lord	try	to	in9midate	Starr	and	her	family.	What	
everyone	wants	to	know	is:	what	really	went	down	
that	night?	And	the	only	person	alive	who	can	
answer	that	is	Starr.	

But	what	Starr	does	or	does	not	say	could	upend	her	
community.	It	could	also	endanger	her	life.	



Bleachers	
John	Grisham	

Mr.	Francis	
(Grades	9-12)	

High	school	all-American	Neely	Crenshaw	was	
probably	the	best	quarterback	ever	to	play	for	
the	legendary	Messina	Spartans.	FiYeen	years	
have	gone	by	since	those	glory	days,	and	Neely	
has	come	home	to	Messina	to	bury	Coach	Eddie	
Rake,	the	man	who	molded	the	Spartans	into	an	
unbeatable	football	dynasty.	
	
Now,	as	Coach	Rake’s	“boys”	sit	in	the	bleachers	
wai9ng	for	the	dimming	field	lights	to	signal	his	
passing,	they	replay	the	old	games,	relive	the	old	
glories,	and	try	to	decide	once	and	for	all	
whether	they	love	Eddie	Rake	–	or	hate	him.	For	
Neely	Crenshaw,	a	man	who	must	finally	forgive	
his	coach	–	and	himself	–	before	he	can	get	on	
with	his	life,	the	stakes	are	especially	high.	

*Mature	Content	Advisory	



	
The	Wisdom	of	Big	Bird	

Carroll	Spinney	
	 Mr.	Furtado	

(Grades	9-12)	
If	you’re	looking	for	wisdom	and	joy	in	your	life,	go	
straight	to	Sesame	Street	and	heed	the	words	of	
its	most	beloved	and	profound	resident,	Caroll	
Spinney,	who	has	spent	the	past	thirty-four	years	
in	a	bird	costume	(and	a	trash	can)	as	Big	Bird	and	
Oscar	the	Grouch.	
	
Three	decades	inside	a	giant	puppet	have	taught	
Spinney	a	valuable	and	surprising	lesson:	
Being	a	bird	can	make	you	a	beQer	person.	
	
In	The	Wisdom	of	Big	Bird,	the	living	legend	of	
Sesame	Street	describes	how	we	can	all	find	our	
inner	bird	(or	grouch).	



	
Cinderella	Man	
Micheal	C.	Delisa	

	 Mr.	Pilla	
(Grades	9-12)	

In	1934,	Jim	Braddock	was	down	and	out.	His	
boxing	career	blighted	by	broken	hands,	the	New	
York	Irishman	had	won	five	of	his	previous	21	
bouts	and	had	been	forced	to	quit.	The	Great	
Depression	was	at	its	height.	When	work	dried	up	
on	the	Hudson	River	docks,	Braddock	was	forced	
to	claim	welfare	relief	to	feed	his	young	family.	
Then	came	a	visit	from	his	old	manager,	asking	if	
he	wanted	one	more	fight.	Desperate	for	money,	
Braddock	had	no	choice	but	to	say	yes.	Four	wins	
later,	he	was	the	heavyweight	champion	of	the	
world	in	the	greatest	upset	in	the	sport’s	history.	
Braddock’s	rags-to-riches	success	led	Damon	
Runyon	to	call	him	the	Cinderella	Man.	His	story	
cap9vated	the	na9on	in	much	the	way	the	
racehorse	Seabiscuit’s	would	a	few	years	later.	
Braddock	came	to	represent	the	struggle	for	
survival	facing	many	families	in	mid-1930s	
America.	



	
The	List	

Siobhan	Vivian	
	 Abigail	Bernado	

Ms.	Dollard	
(Grades	9-10)	

It	happens	every	year.	A	list	is	posted,	
and	one	girl	from	each	grade	is	
chosen	as	the	prerest,	and	another	is	
chosen	as	the	ugliest.	Nobody	knows	
who	makes	the	list.	It	almost	doesn't	
maQer.	The	damage	is	done	the	
minute	it	goes	up.	
	
This	is	the	story	of	eight	girls,	
freshman	to	senior,	"preQy"	and	
"ugly."	And	it's	also	the	story	of	how	
we	see	ourselves,	and	how	other	
people	see	us,	and	the	tangled	
connec9on	of	the	two.	



Blind	Descent	
Taber	

Mr.	Constant	
(Grades	9-10)	

In	2004,	two	great	scien9st-explorers	aQempted	
to	find	the	boQom	of	the	world.	American	Bill	
Stone	took	on	the	vast,	deadly	Cheve	Cave	in	

southern	Mexico.	Ukrainian	Alexander	Klimchouk	
targeted	Krubera,	a	freezing	nightmare	of	a	

supercave	in	the	war-torn	former	Soviet	republic	
of	Georgia.	Both	men	spent	months	almost	two	
ver9cal	miles	deep,	contending	with	thousand-
foot	drops,	raging	whitewater	rivers,	monstrous	

waterfalls,	mile-long	belly	crawls,	and	the	
psychological	horrors	produced	by	weeks	in	
absolute	darkness,	beyond	all	hope	of	rescue.	
Based	on	his	unprecedented	access	to	logs	and	
journals	as	well	as	hours	of	personal	interviews,	
James	Tabor	has	craYed	a	thrilling	explora9on	of	
man’s	9meless	urge	to	discover—and	of	two	

extraordinary	men	whose	pursuit	of	greatness	led	
them	to	the	heights	of	triumph	and	the	depths	of	

tragedy.	Blind	Descent	is	an	unforgeQable	
addi9on	to	the	classic	literature	of	true-life	

adventure,	and	a	testament	to	human	survival	
and	endurance.	



	
Everything-Everything	

Nicola	Yoon	
	

Mrs.	Duarte	
(Grades	9-10)	

Risk	everything	.	.	.	for	love.	
	
What	if	you	couldn’t	touch	anything	
in	the	outside	world?	Never	breathe	
in	the	fresh	air,	feel	the	sun	warm	
your	face	.	.	.	or	kiss	the	boy	next	
door?	In	Everything,	Everything,	
Maddy	is	a	girl	who’s	literally	allergic	
to	the	outside	world,	and	Olly	is	the	
boy	who	moves	in	next	door	.	.	.	and	
becomes	the	greatest	risk	she’s	ever	
taken.		
	



The	Last	Best	League	
Jim	Collins	

Dr.	Boucher	
(Grades	9-12)	

Every	summer,	in	ten	small	towns	across	Cape	Cod,	the	
finest	college	baseball	players	in	the	country	gather	in	
hopes	of	making	it	to	"The	Show."	The	hopes	are	
jus9fiably	high:	The	Cape	Cod	Baseball	League	is	the	best	
amateur	league	in	the	world,	producing	one	out	of	every	
six	major	league	players.	
	
Ten	years	ago,	Jim	Collins	chronicled	a	season	in	the	life	
of	one	team:	the	Chatham	A's,	perhaps	the	most	
celebrated	team	in	the	league.	Set	against	the	backdrop	
of	a	resort	town	on	the	bend	of	the	outer	Cape,	the	story	
charted	the	changing	fortunes	of	a	handful	of	players	
baQling	slumps	and	self-doubt	in	their	effort	to	make	the	
league	playoffs	and,	more	importantly,	impress	the	
major	league	scouts.	
	
Over	the	last	decade,	baseball's	hard	truths	became	
evident	for	the	Chatham	stars	who	went	on	to	play	
professionally,	and	the	final	chapter	of	their	story	can	
now	be	wriQen.	In	a	new	aYerword	for	the	tenth	
anniversary,	Collins	explores	ques9ons	that	sports	
literature	rarely	touches:	What	does	it	mean	to	devote	
your	life	to	an	almost	impossible	goal	and	almost	but	not	
quite	make	it?	Or	make	it	only	briefly	before	it	slips	
away?	What	does	a	dream	look	like	in	retrospect?	How	
does	the	game	look	now?	



Delirium	
Lauren	Oliver	

Mrs.	Saumweber	
(Grades	9-12)	

The	first	book	in	Lauren	Oliver’s	New	York	
Times	bestselling	trilogy	about	forbidden	love,	
revolu9on,	and	the	power	to	choose.	Now	with	a	
brand-new	cover	and	an	exclusive-to-this-book	
sneak	peek	at	her	next	novel	for	teens:	the	
ambi9ous,	wholly	original	masterwork	Replica.	
In	an	alternate	United	States,	love	has	been	declared	
a	dangerous	disease,	and	the	government	forces	
everyone	who	reaches	eighteen	to	have	a	procedure	
called	the	Cure.	Living	with	her	aunt,	uncle,	and	
cousins	in	Portland,	Maine,	Lena	Haloway	is	very	
much	looking	forward	to	being	cured	and	living	a	
safe,	predictable	life.	She	watched	love	destroy	her	
mother	and	isn't	about	to	make	the	same	mistake.	
But	with	ninety-five	days	leY	un9l	her	treatment,	
Lena	meets	enigma9c	Alex,	a	boy	from	the	Wilds	
who	lives	under	the	government's	radar.	What	will	
happen	if	they	do	the	unthinkable	and	fall	in	love?	

	



The	Boys	in	the	Boat	
Daniel	James	Brown	

Mrs.	PiHsley	
(Grades	9-12)	

For	readers	of	Unbroken,	out	of	the	depths	of	the	
Depression	comes	an	irresis9ble	story	about	bea9ng	
the	odds	and	finding	hope	in	the	most	desperate	of	
9mes—the	improbable,	in9mate	account	of	how	nine	
working-class	boys	from	the	American	West	showed	
the	world	at	the	1936	Olympics	in	Berlin	what	true	grit	
really	meant.	
	
It	was	an	unlikely	quest	from	the	start.	With	a	team	
composed	of	the	sons	of	loggers,	shipyard	workers,	
and	farmers,	the	University	of	Washington’s	eight-oar	
crew	team	was	never	expected	to	defeat	the	elite	
teams	of	the	East	Coast	and	Great	Britain,	yet	they	
did,	going	on	to	shock	the	world	by	defea9ng	the	
German	team	rowing	for	Adolf	Hitler.	The	emo9onal	
heart	of	the	tale	lies	with	Joe	Rantz,	a	teenager	
without	family	or	prospects,	who	rows	not	only	to	
regain	his	shaQered	self-regard	but	also	to	find	a	real	
place	for	himself	in	the	world.	Drawing	on	the	boys’	
own	journals	and	vivid	memories	of	a	once-in-a-
life9me	shared	dream,	Brown	has	created	an	
unforgeQable	portrait	of	an	era,	a	celebra9on	of	a	
remarkable	achievement,	and	a	chronicle	of	one	
extraordinary	young	man’s	personal	quest.	



The	Fireman	
Joe	Hill	

Mr.	Cousens	
(Grades	9-12)	

From	the	award-winning,	New	York	
Times	bestselling	author	of	NOS4A2	and	Heart-
Shaped	Box	comes	a	chilling	novel	about	a	
worldwide	pandemic	of	spontaneous	combus9on	
that	threatens	to	reduce	civiliza9on	to	ashes	and	
a	band	of	improbable	heroes	who	baQle	to	save	
it,	led	by	one	powerful	and	enigma9c	man	known	
as	the	Fireman.	
The	fireman	is	coming.	Stay	cool.	
No	one	knows	exactly	when	it	began	or	where	it	
originated.	A	terrifying	new	plague	is	spreading	
like	wildfire	across	the	country,	striking	ci9es	one	
by	one:	Boston,	Detroit,	SeaQle.	The	doctors	call	
it	Draco	Incendia	Trychophyton.	To	everyone	else	
it’s	Dragonscale,	a	highly	contagious,	deadly	
spore	that	marks	its	hosts	with	beau9ful	black	
and	gold	marks	across	their	bodies—before	
causing	them	to	burst	into	flames.	Millions	are	
infected;	blazes	erupt	everywhere.	There	is	no	
an9dote.	No	one	is	safe.	

	



A	Smile	as	Big	as	the	Moon	
Mike	Kersjes	

Ms.	Allaire	
(Grades	9-12)	

Besides	being	a	football	coach	at	his	Michigan	High	School,	
Mike	
Kersjes	taught	special	educa9on	classes,	dealing	with	children	
whose	disabili9es	included	ToureQe	syndrome,	Downs	
Syndrome,	dyslexia,	ea9ng	disorders	and	a	variety	of	emo9onal	
problems.	
One	autumn	Kersjes	got	the	outlandish	idea	that	his	students	
would	benefit	from	going	to	Space	Camp,	where,	in	conjunc9on	
with	NASA,	high	school	students	compete	in	a	variety	of	
ac9vi9es	similar	to	those	experienced	by	astronauts	in	training	
for	space	shuQle	missions.	There	was	only	one	problem:	this	
program	had	been	specifically	designed	for	giYed	and	talented	
students,	the	best	and	the	brightest	from	America's	most	
privileged	high	schools.	
Kersjes	believed	that,	given	a	chance,	his	kids	could	do	as	well	
as	anybody,	and	with	remarkable	persistence	broke	down	one	
barrier	aYer	another,	from	his	own	principal's	office	to	the	
inner	sanctum	of	NASA,	un9l	Space	Camp	opened	its	doors,	on	
an	experimental	basis,	to	special	ed	students.	AYer	nine	
months	of	rigorous	prepara9on,	during	which	the	class	molded	
itself	into	a	working	team,	they	arrived	at	Space	Camp,	where	
they	turned	in	a	performance	so	startling,	so	surprising,	that	it	
will	leave	the	reader	breathless.	A	truly	triumphant	story	of	the	
power	of	the	human	spirit.	
	



I’ll	Give	You	the	Sun	
Jandy	Nelson	

Mrs.	Whinnem	
(Grades	9-10)	

At	first,	Jude	and	her	twin	brother	are	NoahandJude;	
inseparable.	Noah	draws	constantly	and	is	falling	in	
love	with	the	charisma9c	boy	next	door,	while	
daredevil	Jude	wears	red-red	lips9ck,	cliff-dives,	and	
does	all	the	talking	for	both	of	them.		
	
Years	later,	they	are	barely	speaking.	Something	has	
happened	to	change	the	twins	in	different	yet	
equally	devasta9ng	ways	.	.	.	but	then	Jude	meets	an	
intriguing,	irresis9ble	boy	and	a	mysterious	new	
mentor.		
	
The	early	years	are	Noah’s	to	tell;	the	later	years	are	
Jude’s.	But	they	each	have	only	half	the	story,	and	if	
they	can	only	find	their	way	back	to	one	another,	
they’ll	have	a	chance	to	remake	their	world.	
	
This	radiant,	award-winning	novel	from	the	
acclaimed	author	of	The	Sky	Is	Everywhere	will	leave	
you	breathless	and	teary	and	laughing—oYen	all	at	
once.		
	



Code	Name	Verity	
Elizabeth	Wein	

Mr.	Burlinson	
(Grades	9-12)	

Oct.	11th,	1943—A	Bri9sh	spy	plane	crashes	in	Nazi-
occupied	France.	Its	pilot	and	passenger	are	best	
friends.	One	of	the	girls	has	a	chance	at	survival.	The	
other	has	lost	the	game	before	it's	barely	begun.	
When	"Verity"	is	arrested	by	the	Gestapo,	she's	sure	
she	doesn't	stand	a	chance.	As	a	secret	agent	
captured	in	enemy	territory,	she's	living	a	spy's	worst	
nightmare.	Her	Nazi	interrogators	give	her	a	simple	
choice:	reveal	her	mission	or	face	a	grisly	execu9on.	
As	she	intricately	weaves	her	confession,	Verity	
uncovers	her	past,	how	she	became	friends	with	the	
pilot	Maddie,	and	why	she	leY	Maddie	in	the	
wrecked	fuselage	of	their	plane.	On	each	new	scrap	
of	paper,	Verity	baQles	for	her	life,	confron9ng	her	
views	on	courage,	failure	and	her	desperate	hope	to	
make	it	home.	But	will	trading	her	secrets	be	enough	
to	save	her	from	the	enemy?	A	Michael	L.	Printz	
Award	Honor	book	that	was	called	"a	fiendishly-
ploQed	mind	game	of	a	novel"	in	The	New	York	
Times,	Code	Name	Verity	is	a	visceral	read	of	danger,	
resolve,	and	survival	that	shows	just	how	far	true	
friends	will	go	to	save	each	other.des	9-12)	


